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It’s 1986, you hop into your car and as Lionel Richie streams through the radio, you head home when 
you accidentally hit something. You pull over, discover it is a barred owl and rush to see that she is 
still alive. Your first call is to the local animal control officer who can’t help but gives you the number 
to the local veterinarian who shares that they cannot afford to perform medical procedures on animals that don’t have owners
and they have no training in wildlife handling, anatomy, diagnostics or treatment. 

From a trailer with no running water to a state-of-the-art facility, from one barred owl ambassador named Bridget to 450
environmental education programs conducted annually with a team of  28 wildlife ambassadors, from 1 phone call a week to
15,000 annually, and from 100 patients to 2,500 annually we are SO proud to have grown in response to the need for this critical
and unique work. We are also proud to be part of  a movement helping humans understand that wildlife and environmental
health is directly tied to human wellbeing, even if  that thread is invisible to most.  

This very scenario is what CFW founders, Dr. Gerry Beekman and State Senator Dawn Hill, observed and it is what inspired
their dream of  creating both a community resource and healing space for wildlife. In 1986, they engaged the first board
members and filed as a 501(c)3 nonprofit. At the time, wildlife rehabilitation was barely a formal field with most people doing
this work out of  their homes. There were no college degrees in Captive Wildlife Care and Management and the fields of
Wildlife Ecology or Conservation Biology didn’t exist. Within state wildlife agencies, programs for non-game and endangered
species didn’t exist and staff  biologists were solely monitoring species that were fished, hunted or trapped. 

This past year, we continued to work towards completing our 11-year, transformational campaign. The third and final phase is
completing construction and installation of  equipment for 17 new buildings that house 40 outdoor clinic recovery enclosures
allowing us to treat up to 3,500 injured and orphaned wildlife. A lot has happened these past 40 years and we look forward to
seeing what’s in store for the next 40 and beyond! 
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�R�X�U���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�����K�H�O�S�L�Q�J���X�V���Q�R�W���R�Q�O�\���H�[�L�V�W
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	It’s 1986, you hop into your car and as Lionel Richie streams through the radio, you head home when  you accidentally hit something. You pull over, discover it is a barred owl and rush to see that she is  still alive. Your first call is to the local animal control officer who can’t help but gives you the number  to the local veterinarian who shares that they cannot afford to perform medical procedures on animals that don’t have owners and they have no training in wildlife handling, anatomy, diagnostics or treatment. 
	This very scenario is what CFW founders, Dr. Gerry Beekman and State Senator Dawn Hill, observed and it is what inspired their dream of creating both a community resource and healing space for wildlife. In 1986, they engaged the first board members and filed as a 501(c)3 nonprofit. At the time, wildlife rehabilitation was barely a formal field with most people doing this work out of their homes. There were no college degrees in Captive Wildlife Care and Management and the fields of Wildlife Ecology or Conservation Biology didn’t exist. Within state wildlife agencies, programs for non-game and endangered species didn’t exist and staff biologists were solely monitoring species that were fished, hunted or trapped.
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