
WILDLIFE MATTERS

Due to their intelligence and wily 
personalities, caring for any species 
from the Corvid family is always a 
treat. When this common raven was 
brought to us, we were crossing our 
fingers for successful rehabilitation. 
He presented with a wound on his 

wrist, which continued to spread 
despite antibiotics, non-steroidal 
anti-inflammatories and daily wound 
treatments. His injury caused joint 
stiffness and damage to tendons, 
and made for a slow recovery. We 
remained determined to give him 
the best supportive care possible to 
increase his chance of success. 

We are especially challenged by 
ravens, crows and jays because 
of their keen mental abilities. Not 
only must we treat them for their 
medical conditions, but we must 
also keep their minds active. They 
are easily frightened and stressed, 
and can end up injuring themselves, 
plucking out their own feathers, 
and succumbing to depression. 
We provided our raven with many 

enrichment games and puzzles, 
including food hidden in boxes and 
natural items to toss around. This 
bird’s favorite activity was extracting 
peanuts from a series of tubes, 
using sticks we provided.

After weeks of wound treatment, 
physical therapy and mental 
stimulation, our patient was finally 
healed enough to begin his exercise 
and strengthening regimen outside. 
He gradually moved from our 

smallest cage to our largest; a 100-
foot flight enclosure where he had 
the space to practice full flight and 
maneuvering. He made an unlikely 
friend in an adult male wild turkey, 

which also needed the space 
to exercise his injured leg. They 
became best buddies, and helped 
each other fully recover during their 
last weeks. Within days of each 
other, the raven and turkey were 
released back to their homes, free 
once again!

Hosting CFW interns has been one 
of the most rewarding experiences 
my husband and I have had in 
decades. The five young women 
we’ve hosted have graced our lives 
and kept us young. 

Lauri, our first intern, was the 
daughter we always wanted. I cried 
when she left. Dana, Caroline, and 
Elsa each stayed for 2-3 months. 
We felt just as connected to them. 
Dana just visited with her fiancée 
and parents. We keep up with 
Caroline and Elsa on Facebook.  

Our most recent intern, Alex, 
was family from the start. She 
helped bottle-feed lambs and 
was a huge help with our laboring 
ewes. Promising to visit often, she 
reluctantly left after 7 weeks.

Will we continue to host interns? 
You bet! They are vital to the CFW’s 
work and we are so glad to share in 
their passion for wildlife rehab.  

To become an intern host,  
please contact Erin at volunteer@
thecenterforwildlife.org.

CALENDAR
JUNE 23 – “Call of the Wild” 
Annual Benefit

June 25 – Volunteer Workday

July 16 – Aerial Bug Squad  
at the Mount Agamenticus 
Learning Lodge

July 30 – Volunteer Workday 

August 3 – “Raptors, Reptiles,  
and Mammals” at Wells Reserve  
at Laudholm Farm

August 27 – Volunteer Workday

ONGOING

Every Tuesday  
(June – September)  
Summer Tour Series

Every Friday  
(June – August)  
Summer Docent Tours

Every Saturday and Sunday  
(June – September) 
Summer Docent Tours 

WILDLIFE MEDICAL CLINIC   •   RESEARCH   •   EDUCATION 

  SPRING EDITION

IN REHAB NEVERMORE by Sonja Ahlberg

HOSTING INTERNS by Deb Georgitis

Common raven.
Enrichment activity for the common raven.

CFW volunteer, Allie, with one of the  
Ewe & I Farm lambs.

Not only must we treat them 
for their medical conditions, 
but we must also keep their 
minds active...

Please make a tax-deductible gift at  
thecenterforwildlife.org/donate.htm DONATE NOW

  THECENTERFORWILDLIFE.ORG
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DIRECTOR’S 
NOTE
This year, CFW celebrates its 
30th anniversary. As we look back 
on the early days of having no 
water, or bringing turtles home 
because we had no heat, it is 
thrilling to look ahead. What’s 
on the horizon? Our very own 7 
acres of land; a new website; owl 
webcams; lead testing; and so 
much more. Thank you for helping 
to make this all possible. 

Our work is unique and needed 
more than ever. Wildlife face 
the unique challenge of rapid 
climate change coupled with 
diminishing habitat. Their struggle 
was clear this spring when we 
admitted twice as many orphaned 
mammals, and songbirds and 
turtles arrived early and often.

We look forward to seeing you at 
CFW soon, and hope you enjoy 
the sights and sounds of wildlife 
this summer. You never know, 
the bat hunting mosquitoes over 
a twilight-lit lake or the songbird 
singing its sweet melody in the 
forest might be a former patient! 

Kristen Lamb, Executive 
Director

BABY MAMMALS ABOUND 
by Sonja Ahlberg

It’s the time of year for babies! 
Squirrels, chipmunks, cottontail 
rabbits, opossums and wood-
chucks are the patients we 
commonly see. 

Most small mammals have two 
nesting seasons - one in the 
spring and one in the early fall. 
As weather patterns change, 
we are witnessing the extension 
of these seasons, with babies 
arriving earlier and later in the 

year. This shift has led to an immense increase in admissions. Already, we are 
treating 100 more mammals this year than we did at this same time last year. 

What can you do to decrease the amount of orphaned, injured and sick 
mammals? Trim trees in early spring or late fall, when babies are no longer 
nesting. Keep your cat indoors. And if you think you have found an orphan, call 
CFW for advice on ways to reunite it with its family before bringing it in to us. 

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
JOB SHADOWS
How does CFW steward the next generation of 
wildlife rehabilitators? In addition to interns and 
volunteers, we also host student job shadows! 
Students have visited for a day or conducted 
week-long job shadows for many years.  
Most recently:

Bodie completed 30 hours 
of community service doing 
dishes, laundry, and other 
general cleaning and wildlife 
husbandry tasks for a high 
school project. 

Julianne is doing a  
photo project portraying 
different ways people help 
animals for her senior  
project at The New School  
in Kennebunk. 

Eric, a senior of Greely 
High School in Cumberland, 
will be performing community 
service for two weeks and  
learn how a wildlife clinic 
works. 

For more information on job shadowing 
opportunities, please e-mail Erin at  
volunteer@thecenterforwildlife.org. 

LOCAL SUPPORT FOR 
LOCAL WILDLIFE 
by Emily Calhoun

Partnering with local conservation and education 
organizations gives CFW the chance to expand our 
reach and inspire others to help care for native wildlife 
and their habitats. With no state or federal funding for 
our work, support from individuals, businesses, and 
organizations allows us to carry out our mission and 
provide educational programs to the public. 

This summer, CFW is teaming up with Mount 
Agamenticus to offer short programs for their “Kids’ 
Corner.” Throughout July and August, you can 
meet CFW educators and live animal ambassadors 
at the Mount A Learning Lodge, learn how to help 
local wildlife and their habitats, and participate in 
fun craft activities. For more information, visit www.
agamenticus.org. 

In the realm of business sponsorships, we want to 
take this opportunity to thank Bob’s Clam Hut in 
Kittery, ME. Bob’s Clam Hut staff donates all of their 
tips to local organizations, and CFW has been the 
recipient of their generosity for several years. We are 
incredibly grateful for their support, and are always 
eager to host their staff for visits, and show them the 
impact of their giving. Thank you Bob’s Clam Hut! 

Also, a huge thank you goes out to  
Marcom4 for their help with the  
redesign of our newsletter! 

To become a business sponsor,  
please contact Emma at  
emma@thecenterforwildlife.org. 

DONATE NOW
Center for Wildlife receives no  

state or federal funding. We rely on  
the generosity of people like you. 

AMBASSADOR FAST FACT 
BROWNIE AND BETTY,  
THE BIG BROWN BATS 

Big brown bats play a vital role  
in pest control across the region.  
A single big brown bat can 

consume 600-1,000 insects in one hour of hunting at night. As a 
result, they contribute $3.4 billion worth of pest control in the U.S. 
each year while we sleep! Next time you see a bat flying around your 
backyard, remember to thank them for their hard work!

Orphaned Red Squirrels

Kids build bat boxes during a shared program at Mount Agamenticus.

CALL OF THE WILD REMINDER 
Help us celebrate our 30th anniversary at our annual fundraiser and 
benefit, “Call of the Wild,” on June 23rd at 6:30 p.m. at Spring Hill 
Restaurant. The event is free to attend, but registration is limited. 
TheCenterForWildlife.org/News

Blossom, our Eastern Painted Turtle Animal Ambassador

CFW ALUMNS
Libby started volunteering at CFW 
when she was a junior at York 
High School. She graduated in 
May 2016 from Green Mountain 
College in Vermont with a BA 
in Environmental Studies and 

concentration in Animal Studies. She currently works 
at a wildlife rehabilitation facility in Vermont, caring  
for small mammals, and plans to establish her own 
wildlife rehabilitation facility in the fall!
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